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of his forces, and two more legions were at once sent to reinforce him.
Meantime Sertorius himself had reasons for apprehension. Some of his
Roman friends, disliking his policy of favouring the provincials, made over-
tures to the senatorial commanders; and Sertorius, severe hy nature, still
further exasperated the Romans of his party by forming Ms bodyguard
exclusively of Spaniards. But he still maintained Ms superiority in the
field. Nor was it encouraging to learn that he had received envoys from
Mithridates, who was about to renew war with Rome. Sertorius agreed
to furnish Roman officers to train the soldiers of Asia, while the king was to
repay the loan in ships and money.

The despotic power exercised by Sertorius had corrupted his nature.   He
indulged in the immoderate use of wine, was impatient of the slightest con-
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tradiction, and was guilty of many acts of tyranny. Even the Spaniards
began to fall away ; and Sertorius in a moment of irritation ordered all the
boys at Osca to be put to death. This cruel and impolitic act would^prob-
ably have cost him his power and his life, even if it had not been terminated
by treachery. Perperna, who had at first joined him against Ms own inclina-
tion, thought that a favourable opportunity had arrived for grasping power.
He invited Sertorius to a banquet at Osca; and the general, having drunk
freely according to his custom, fell an easy prey to the dagger of the assassin
(72 B.C.).
But when Perperna had wrought this shameful deed, he found that the
name of Sertorius was still powerful among the Spaniards. Many of them,
now that their great leader was no more, forgot his faults, and with the
devoted enthusiasm of their nation threw themselves into the flames of his
funeral pyre. A few days after the death of Sertorius, Perperna attempted
to lead the soldiery against Pompey,but he sustained an ignominious defeat.
His men were dispersed, and he was taken prisoner. When brought before